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Guest Column 
BLACKS AND JEWS SHARE 
HISTORY OF FRIENDSHIP 
‘By James A. Mays, M.D. 
Editor's Note: Dr. Mays is president of the Los Angeles 


Board of PUSH. This article was first published in the Los 
Angeles Sentinel, one of California's leading Black weeklies./ 


I have become increasingly concerned about the wedge that appears to exist among 
many Americans, particularly the recent coolness in the Black-Jewish relationship. 

The wedge appeared to become deeper in the past year, coming into focus follow- 
ing gestures by several Black leaders and their comments on international affairs as : 
it relates to Jewish-Arab conflicts. ; 

I have been indoctrinated as a child with the belief -that-every citizen has a : : 


right ‘to his opinion in America; I have not thus far experienced total disillusion 


with that concept. 
However, my mother's constant references to the Bible remain instilled in my 
} 


mind. She frequently quoted verses, one of which comes from Genesis, chapter four, 


verse nine: "Am I my brother's keeper?" : 
She in conjunction used the verse to counsel my three brothers and sister, and my- 


self when we had childhood family quarrels. She further elaborated that you may have 


your fights among yourselves, that is until she grew tired of the noise and commotion; 
"but you had better not let anybody bother each other when you are away from home, 
school, or on the playyard, etc...and you had better defend your yard and your house 
with your life." 

I feel that this is appropriate to the situation relating to Blacks and Jews. 

Blacks have endured the many hardships and ugly period of slavery, family separa- 
tion, animal-like existence, rapes, beatings and murder inflicted by the power struc- 
ture of the nation. This continues by more sophisticated methods. 

Blacks have developed paranoia as it relates to the system. Paranoia is a psy- 
chosis; an example of which is a feeling that someone or something is out to get you. 


This is not to say that Blacks are psychotic. Psychologists may have to coin the term 


“justifiable paranoia," as it relates to the Black experience. 
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Then, surely, Jews must have "justifiable paranoia" from historic suffering and 
the more contemporary ovens of Nazi Germany. Therefore, the drive for survival would 
surely be foremost in their thinking. 


In my opinion, the desire for a safe home, whether it's in Los Angeles or Israel, 
is as natural for them as the quest for equality by Blacks. Methods used to obtain 
and retain that safe home may appear extreme; however, the need to survive is an ex- 
treme drive. This should be a foremost thought when we think of or speak of Jews 
throughout the world, including American Jews or Israelis. The same would apply to f 
Palestine refugees or any other refugees of wars. In that they are usually victims ‘ 
of war rather than initiators. ; 


I recall the young Jewish men who came to the South during the sit-ins, voter 
registration drives, freedom rides, etc...and along side Blacks, endured taunting, 
bloody beatings, humiliations and even death to obtain equality for Blacks. 


Young Jewish girls patiently worked with illiterate Blacks in preparation for 
voter registration qualification and even to read and write. They also experienced 
the same psychological taunting and bloody beatings alongside Blacks. However, I 
don't recall seeing any Arabs. 


Jewish merchants made bail for freedom riders and freedom marchers. Jewish at- 
torneys worked side by side with NAACP, SCLC and Urban League lawyers and brought 
about historic legal changes, many times without pay. I do not recall seeing or hear- 
ing of any Arab support. 


The contribution of Jews to combat Black injustice and inopportunity is well 
documented. 


This is not to say that Arabs would not be supportive. However, there have been 
many recent opportunities, especially since the Iranian radicals have used the plight 
of Blacks in America as part of their presentations. 


I do not recall an Arab leader expressing a desire to aid his Black brother. If 
so, I have no evidence of it. Many Arab leaders have visited the United States; to my 
knowledge none have agreed to do a benefit for the Urban League, PUSH or Brotherhood 
Crusade. However, they have made a number of dinner speeches. 
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Blacks must be careful and not be used by communist or other groups whose inter- ! 
est is to embarrass the United States by using Black plight as a primary vehicle. 
Citizens of the U.S. should feel embarrassed without outside propaganda. 


I do hope that Arab leaders will realize that we all are brothers and act rather 
than state thusly. But back to what my mother drilled in, "Am I my brother's keeper? 
My answer is yes; therefore, it is my responsibility to protect my brother whether 
he is at the school-yard (Israel), playground (Russia) or at home (Los Angeles), and 
defend my brother by act, deed, works or with life, because he has demonstrated to 
me that he is my brother. 


tt 


This should be true for all Americans; we should reunite the family into a bro- 
therhood of oneness. I believe that as long as one American hostage is held in Iran, 
all of my brothers are prisoners. 


America is with many faults as a family, but we are the melting-pot of the world 
composed of Blacks, Whites, Asians, Arabs, Muslims, Jews, Browns, etc...to practical 
infinity. 


We should come together as one. Let our closeness be so interwoven that we will 
be compressed like rock from the pressure of the earth's mass in the formulation of a 
huge, glittering diamond prism with the multiple colors of the spectrum. God's sun- 
rays will shine on it and illuminate its many colors that will be so bright that the 
angels will be able to see that we are one. 


x x x 
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Roger Wilkins 


For Earl, for Roy, for X 


This article is reprinted from The Village Voice, 
which sponsored a symposium on Ylack-Jewish 
conflict. 


I was asked to come here to talk about blacks and 
. Jews, but instead I am going to talk about fathers and 
sons. I am going to make the Earl Wilkins, Roy Wil 
kins and X Memorial Speech. Earl Wilkins, my father, 
died many years ago when I was a little boy. Roy Wil- 
kins is my father’s older brother. X, I will get to later. 

Earl and Roy did not give me a hell of a lot of love 
because they were busy fighting the battles that had 
to be fought. But they said to me: hey, kid, you go out 
there and be honorable and decent any way you can. 

And so I did. And there came a time, 22 years 
ago, when I was a social worker for the Cuyahoga 
County Welfare Department in Cleveland; I had to 
go around and touch all those poor people. There 
were 100 different cases in my casebook. There was 
ail the misery and poverty you'll ever want to see, 
ever. It was awful. 

All of a sudden I realized that, although I wanted 
to, I couldn’t fix all those people. But I could fix 
some of them by being honorable and decent the 
way my father and my uncle told me to be. I chose 
three cases that I thought I could fix. One was a case 
where a father was in the Ohio State Penitentiary 
because he had done incest to his daughter and I 
thought I could help them, and I tried. One was a 
black woman-—good, decent,'smart—but she had an 
illness. Somebody took advantage of her and she 
had had twins. But it was the third case that got me. 

If you went into that house, it was like going into 
a toffin. The people were white and they were pale, 
and they had blue numbers on their arms. That 
house smelled like death because the people were 
seared to go out, and they wouldn't let anybody 
come in. They only let me come in because I was the 
man with the money. The woman had been in 
Auschwitz; the man had been in some other, less 
well-known camp; and somehow they had survived; 


somehow they had married; somehow-they'd come - 


to ; somehow I was the government, and I 
was a kid. Of course, 'd known about the war. I'd 


had friends at school in Harlem who had been refu- 


gees from Germany. But I had never seen this evil in 
its face that way before. After a while, I gained their 
confidence. One day I heard—I swear to you this is 
true—a scratching inside a closet, and I asked, what 
is that in that closet? And then I opened the door 
and there was a kid in the closet. The worst-looking, 
most malnourished kid I ever saw. It was their child, 
and they were afraid to bring that child out of the 
_ closet because they thought Hitler would come from 
the grave and burn that child. 
_ - Isaid, you can’t do this. You can’t inflict the pain 
of history on this child. I will help you find a school 
for this child. I did. Then that job was over. It was 
time for me to come back to New York and prac- 
tice law, and that’s what I did. 

It is immoral for anybody to say they are tired of 
hearing about the Holocaust. If Jesse Jackson said 
he is tired of hearing about the Holocaust, then 
Jesse is an ass. : 

As my father’s son, as my uncle’s nephew, as a 


Mr. Wilkins is writing a book and doing consult 
ing work for social welfare and civil rights organ- 
izations. 





black person in this world, I say to you that there was 
one band of honor and decency in America and it 
‘was Jews and blacks. Not all Jews; not all blacks. But 
the people who were killed at Philadelphia, Miss., 
‘were James Chaney—he was black—dnd Goodman 
and Schwerner—they were Jews. To repudiate the 


Holocaust is to repudiate the child in that closet and_ 


it is to repudiate Goodman and Schwerner. 

But that is not to say that Jews and blacks don’t 
have fights. Yes, we do. We have a big fight. It’s a 
heavy fight. We did great hurt in the late ’60s, 
when we put Jews and other white people out of 
the movement. That was to repudiate Goodman 
and Schwerner. It was necessary for us at the time, 
but it was a dreadful thing to happen to Jews. But 
later came Shanker, then came Podhoretz, then 
came Jews saying, hey, you can’t have affirmative 
action. They said it through DeF unis, they said it 
through Bakke. 

Please listen very carefully, I'm doing the very 
best I can now. 

I have friends in this audience—black friends, 
whose faces I have known. Jewish friends whom I 
love so dearly; when I have pain in the night, they 
take care of me. But some Jewish people were not 
prepared to say to us: you are smart people, you are 
tall people, we respect your minds. 

There was a day I went to Harlem to see my little 
cousin who was in trouble. He was a Black Panther, 
and he told me as much as I could know about 
Black Panthers. I came back down to the Ford 
Foundation, and we were having a discussion about 
Black Panthers, and I said, “Well, I think I know 


Loa Der? toy 
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something about Panthers,” and a Jewish man said 
to me, “No, stop talking, I will explain to you about 
Black Panthers... .” You cannot have a friendship 
unless everybody is tall and everybody is looking 
one another in the eye. 

So, when everything exploded around Andy 
Young, a lot of blacks who had hurt about all these 
things as badly as I do started saying to Jewish 
people: we are tall people. You do not have to be anti- 
Semitic to think the Palestinians have some rights; 
you do not have to be stupid to know that Israel can- 
not forever be protected by American bombs. Israel 
will not survive only with American bombs—South 
Vietnam learned that. Israel will survive only if Israel 
makes a peace settlement—some way, somehow. 

That, really, is all Andy was saying. But for a long 
time we could not even say that because we were 
scared to be called anti-Semites. Now, I myself 
would not sing “We Shall Overcome” with the 
Arabs, I wouldn’t do that. But terrorism is as old as 
the hills and it will be around. It was there with the 
Green Mountain Boys; it was there with the Irgun; 
it was there with the Algerians. Sometimes a just 
cause can only capture attention through terrorism 
because people are so primitive and so dumb. 

Tm nearly finished now, but I'll tell you, there was 
this Jew, a friend of Martin Luther King’s. He made 
some money someplace, selling cars, I think. Mr. J. Ed- 
gar Hoover thought this Jew had been a communist 
and that he was going to turn the civil rights move- 
ment over to the KGB. And so Mr. Hoover bugged and 


tapped Martin Luther King because of this Jew. It’s © 


hard, it’s ugly, but it’s just the way it was. 

Martin would be out there and people would want 
to kill him. When I was in the government, the good 
people in the FBI would call me up and say, don’t let 
Martin go to Brown’s Chapel in Selma tonight, ’cause 
he'll get killed; and I would find my brother Andy 
Young, who was born the same month I was, but I 


didn't even kriow him. I'd say, pncrew don’t let Mar- . 


tin go to Brown's Chapel tonight. 

‘ Martin was very brave, but that kind of pressure 
gave him fear in the night. When he was alone in 
the night, sometimes he would cail up this Jew, and 
this Jew would take care of Martin the best way he 
could, the best way you could handle a man’s fears 
in the night. After I got out of the government, I 
came to meet this Jew (and his name was Stanley 
Levison). He is the person I called X. 

There was Earl Wilkins, who can't talk now ‘cause 
he’s dead. There is Roy Wilkins, who is old now and 
frail. And there was this Jew who ultimately said, 
I've got three sons: my son Andrew Levison, my son 
Andrew Young, and my son Roger Wilkins. And 
when the sibling rivalry between brother Andy 


Young and brother Roger Wilkins was so much they , 


couldn’t communicate, Stanley would fix it up and 
they would talk in the Waldorf Towers. He died re- 
cently. His widow is sitting right over there—Bea, 
whom I think of as my momma—right next to my 
daughter, sitting there together. And he left me his 
watch, right here. He knew blacks were tall people 
and he dealt with us that way. And in the end I said 
anytime any Jewish person or any other white per- 
son says that I am—or any black person is—not as 
intelligent as whites are, not as tall as they are, not 
as human as they are, I will scratch at their eyes, 
with the watch of the Jew, the watch of my father 
Stanley, strapped around my wrist, 
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Rustin, Hill Say Blacks Oppose Khomeini'ts Terror 


Bayard Rustin and Norman Hill, the top leaders of 
the A. Philip Randolph Institute, assured President Carter 
that black Americans strongly support American efforts to 
free the remaining white male hostages at the U.S. Embassy 
compound in Teheran. 

"Khomeini's decision to release the blacks and women," 
Rustin and Hill said in a message to Carter, "is nothing more 
than a clever attempt to divide the American people....the 
fact that all remaining hostages are white males does not 
in the least change our solemn commitment to their freedom." 

. "To capitulate to the Ayatollah would not advance 

the interests of the American people," the black leaders 
declared. "Indeed, a triumph by Khomeini would be a defeat ; 
for all of us, black and white, who believe in democracy and 
political civility." 

The A. Philip Randolph Institute, an organization of 
black trade unionists, has affiliates in 180 cities in 36 
states. 


The full text of the Institute's message to the 


President follows: 


a 





Dear Mr. President: 


Since the American Embassy in Iran was seized over 
two weeks ago by students loyal to Ayatollah Khomeini, we 
at the A. Philip Randolph Institute have followed the c. 
developments with great concern. Now that Khomeini has : 
decided to release all blacks and women, we find it necessary 
to reaffirm our strong support for American policy toward Iran. 


In our view, Khomeini'ts decision to release the 
blacks and women is nothing more than a clever attempt to 
divide the American people. Yet we recognize that Khomeini's 
terrorism is an affront to all of us, regardless of our race, 
religion, nationality or political beliefs. Thus, the fact 
that all remaining hostages are white males does not in the . 
least change our solemn commitment to their freedom. 


Mr. President, we and the 180 local affiliates of 
the Ramdolph Institute believe that America must resist 
Khomeini's blackmail, his contempt for international law, and 
his cyncial manipulation of innocent human beings. To 
capitulate to the Ayatollah would not advance the interests 
of the American people. Indeed, a triumph by Khomeini would 
be a defeat for all of us, black and white, who believe in ‘ 
democracy and political civility. : 


You can be assured of our continued support in this 
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matter. 


] 
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Bayard Rustin ae 
President 
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Norman Hill 
Executive Director 
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By LYNORA WILLIAMS 

Several leaders of moderate Black civil 
rights organizations came to the defense of 
Zionism last week 

Their reaction was provoked by a 
growing trend within the civil rights move- 
ment calling for some recognition of Pales- 
tinian rights and a form of dialog between 
the US. and the Palestine Liberation 
Organization (PLO). 

The debate within the Black community 
and between Blacks and pré-Zionists 


began in August when UN Ambassador, 


Andrew Young was obliged to resign be- 
cause he had a “secret” meeting with a PLO 
representative which became public 
knowledge. . 

Young, the leading Black member of the 
Carter administration, calls for talks be- 
tween Washington arid the PLO. “Such 
talks, itis believed, are an ultimate objective 
of the administration but cannot be openly 
advocated at this point because of the poli- 
tical power of the pro-Zionist lobby. 

Responding to the’ Young episode, a 
number of liberal and progressive Black 
leaders likewise called for talks with the 
PLO. Foremost among them were Joseph 
Lowery and Walter Fauntroy of the South- 
ern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC) and Jesse Jackson of Operation 
PUSH. All have visited the Mideast in re- 
cent weeks and have spoken with PLO 
leaders. 


JORDAN, HOOKS BACK ISRAEL 
Now, the leaders of the two largest Black 
organizations—Vernon Jordan of the 
National Urban League (NUL) and Ben- 
jamin Hooks of the NAACP— have put 
forward largely pro-Israel views. Both 
leaders and organizations have close rela- 
tions with pro-Zionist Jewish groups in the 
“US. ~ : 
In addition, seven U.S. Blacks‘last week 
embarked on.a tour of. Israel that was in- 


‘+ tended to be an expression of support for 


Israel and a rejection of the positions taken 


tare 
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by liberal and progressive Blacks. 

Presumably under pressure, SCLC’s 
Fauntroy, who is also the District of Co- 
lumbia delegate to Congress, withdrew an 
invitation to PLO leader Yasir Arafat to 
speak at a Washington educational forum 
next year, The invitation was regarded asan 
important political step forward toward 
creating the climate for a possible dialog 
with the Palestinians. 

Inan Oct. 15 speech tothe National Con- 
ference of Catholic Charities, NUL’s 
Jordan denounced efforts to open talks 
with the PLO as “sideshows.” Aiming 
directly at Lowery and Jackson, without 
naming names, Jordan charged they were 
holding back the Black struggle by 
engaging in foreign policy discussions. 
Such “dangerous flirtations” with “ter- 
rorists,” he charged, would set*back Black 
progress at home. 

Just two months ago, Jordan had parti- 
cipated in a roundtable meeting of Black 


- leaders which-—while not explicitly sup- 


= 


porting the PLO—had vigorously backed 


Bayard Rustin (left), Israeli Labor Party head Shimon Peres meet In Tel Aviv Oct. 16. 
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SCLC’s right to engage in friendly dis- 
course with representatives of the Palestini- 
an people and decried the notion that 
Blacks have no business dealing with 
foreign policy. 

A few days before Jordan spoke, the 
NAACP's Hooks charged that “if Ameri- 
cans want to involve themselves in foreign 
policy, they should do it through the State 
Department.” 


ZIONIST PRAISE 

U.S.-Zionist leaders immediately issued 
statements praising the pro-Israel decla- 
rations. Said Howard Squadron, president 
of the American Jewish Congress: “We join 
Vernon Jordan and Benjamin Hooks in 
their view of the proper relationship be- 
tween the Black and Jewish communities— 
a view that is based on mutual respect and 
sensitivity to each other's needs.” 

Jordan's speech prompted a sharp re- 


.» buke from Rev. Wyatt Tee Walker, .a 
-leading member of the 1-2 million member 


Progressive National Baptist Convention 
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(PNBC) and the International Freedom 
Mobilization. Jordan’s statements had 
“brought an end to the masquerade of the 
Urban League asa civil rights organization 
and of youas a crvil rights leader,” he said in 
an open letter. 

Walker continued. “It now appears. . 
that the plantation syndrome has taken 
over and you now feel it necessary to patch 
things up with white folks ” 


JUSTICE FOR PALESTINIANS 
Another PNBC leader, George Law- 

rence, likewise attacked Jordan and the 

NUL. “Any civil nghts organization that 


~ cannot take a stand without being worried 


about its white money being cut off doesn’t 
deserve to be a civil rights organization,” he 
said “We understand where Vernon 1s 
coming from . . ... He doesn’t want his 
bread cut off. We support the right of Israel 
to exist, too, but we also support justice for 
the Palestinian people. We’re no longer the 
boys doing what the Jewish community 
wants us to do in the civil rights movement. 
It’s a sad commentary on Black unity that 
some people don’t realize that.” : 

Meanwhile, in a significant show of 
support for Israel, seven Blacks toured the 
country under the auspices of the country’s 
Histradut General Federation of Labor. 
Among the tour members was Bayard 
Rustin, head of the A. Philip Randolph 
Labor Center and a longstanding sup- 
porter of Zionism. 

As he was leaving from New York City 
Rustin told a reporter, “Speaking for my- 
self, 1 want to make it clear to the Israelis 
that there are great numbers of Black 
people who want the U.S. to give Israel 
whatever support it needs.” 

Other tour members included NUL vice 
president Ronald Brown; AFL-CIO civil 
rights division head William’ Pollard; 
Althea Simmons of the Washington 
NAACP; John T. Smith, a vice president of 
the United Steel Workers union; Robert 
Powell, first vice president of Laborers In- . 


- ‘ternational Union and Fred -O'Neal,-pre= 


~sident of Actors and Artists-of America. . -. . 
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Blacks and 
The PLO: 
Setting Back 


| Peace and 


| Civil Rights 
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By Bayard Rustin 
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TIS TIME for more blacks — as well as 
many others — to speak out about what 
has become known, misleadingly, as the 

“black-Jewish rift.” 
I do not mean they should complain 


- about the circumstances surrounding An- 


drew Young’s resignation as U.S. ambassa- 
dor to the United Nations, which triggered 
the whole affair. A great deal has been said: 


about that already, and it turns out that . 


blacks have little to complain about on 
that score. 

It is time, instead, for more blacks to 
question efforts by some black leaders to 
forge new links with the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organization. It is time to make it 
clear that these efforts probably won’t help 
bring about peace in the Middle East — 
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Bayard Rustin, president of the A. 


Philip Randolph Institute, was deputy © 


director, of the 1963 civil rights march on 
Washington and an assistant to Dr. Mar- 
tin Luther King dr. He also is a member 
of the Black Leadership Forum and 
chairman of the executive committee of 
the Leadership Conference on Civil 
Rights. 





but rather hurt those prospects, It is time 
to let it be known that those efforts aren’t 
likely to help the US. civil rights move- 
ment or American blacks in particular — 
but possibly damage them both. 

Perhaps most of all, it is time to impress 
upon the country that the Young episode 
and the ensuing events are not really a 
“black-Jewish” issue after all but one gen- 
erating far broader emotions and conse- 
quences at home and abroad. - 

This entire episode has been misunder- 
stood partly because of misguided report- 
ing by the media, because of concentration 
on the rhetoric of some black leaders who 
do not,speak for all blacks. Black America 
is no longer monolithic, and it is a serious 
mistake — a racist mistake — to assume 
iat any one or two black leaders speak for 


In part, it also has been misunderstood 
because many have been ‘eager to avoid 
giving even the slightest hint of offense, 
real or imagined, to any black leader. But 
such false “fairness” can only be regarded 
as racially patronizing and itself offensive. 
Tf Jesse Jackson or Joseph Lowery of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
or anybody else cannot be criticized in a 
civil and intelligent manner by Jews, 


J 


THE WASHINGTON POST 





Catholics, journalists, other blacks, union 
leaders or whomever, then America has 
misunderstood the meaning of racial 
equality, indeed of democratic politics. 

At the heart of most mistakes about the 
dispute is this false “racial” quality it has 
taken on, beginning with Young's resigna- 
tion. Contrary to the widespread belief in 
the black community, racism had little or 
nothing to do with Young’s departure, 
Young quit because he was caught breach- 
ing the generally accepted code of behavior 
for diplomats. As more facts have become 
known in the past few weeks, it has become 
evident that anyone who shouts “racism!” 
or blames Young’s departure on Jewish 
pressure must be regarded at best as ill- 
informed. 


Tt is, of course, easy to understand the 
depth of black anger over the Young affair. 
As the Carter administration’s most visible 
“reward” for black support, the Young ap- 
pointment carried immense symbolic im- 
portance. For many blacks, his resignation 
under pressure seemed to signal the end of 


black influence in Washington. But while - 


such a perception may be understandable, 
it has no basis in reality. 


See PLO, Page C5 
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Blacks and PLO: Everybody Loses 


_ PLO, From Page Cl 


Nor is there any reality to sugges- 
tions that the issue is whether blacks 
should be involved in foreign policy. 


Some black leaders reacted to criti- - 


cism of their new PLO contacts by 


claiming themselves that Jews and | 


other critics sought to silence the 
black voice in foreign affairs. But so 
far as I am aware, no one in the Jew- 
ish community, the State Depart- 
ment or anywhere else ever sugges- 
ted that. The appropriateness of 
black leaders and organizations 
adopting foreign policy positions — 
and not just on Africa — has been so 
well established since Dr. Martin 
Luther King spoke out against the 
Vietnam war in the 1960s that no- 
body could take such a suggestion 
seriously if it were ever made. 

This unjustified attention to racial 
and ethnic considerations thus has 
ripped the debate out of context 
and, among other things, needlessly 
polarized many in the black and 
Jewish communities. If one relied 
solely on press reports, in fact, it 
might be possible to conclude that, 
within American society, Jews are 
the only supporters of Israel and all 
of them back the more hardline fac- 
tions there, while blacks all embrace 
Yassar Arafat and are the only prop- 

..onents of moving more in the Ara 
direction, 


Hindering peace efforts 


_ What has become obscured are the 
more far-reaching and potentially 

_ dangerous consequences of black re- 
lations with the PLO. ~ 

_ ‘The principal danger is’ simple: 
The private diplomacy of some 
black leaders, including contacts 
with the Palestinian terrorists, jea- 
pordizea- the fragile peace process 
begun in 1977 with Egyptian Presi- 
dent Sadat’s historic meeting with 
Israeli Prime Minister Begin. 
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This process offers the best hope 
yet of resolving the Mideast conflict. 
It is a tortorously slow and delicate 
process, but important progress has 
been made. Now, however, the so- 
called “rejectionist” elements of the 
Arab world, those, led by the PLO, 


‘\ who would destroy the peace pro- 


i cess, have found an unwitting ally in 


sections of the U.S. civil rights 
movement, 

To listen to Jesse Jackson and 
some other black figures, one might 
think that the Camp David accords 
were never agreed to, that no move- 
ment toward peace has occurred an- 
ywhere in the Mideast for years. 
While touring the West Bank sev- 
eral weeks ago, for example, Jackson 
declared: “Someone must have the 
strength to break the cycle of terror 
and pain. America must become a 
partner in peace.” He apparently is 
under the illusion that neither Sadat 
nor Begin, both of whom risked a 
great deal at Camp David, has dis- 
played any “strength to break the 
cycle of terror and pain.” 

Jackson and SCLC president Lo- 
wery also seem to believe that the 
long-festering Mideast problem is 
rooted chiefly in some communica- 
tions breakdown, or perhaps in stub- 


b . borness born of human pride. 


Therefore, they say, they have at- 
tempted to act as mediators and 
peacemakers between the PLO and 
Isreal. Addressing worshippers at a 
Lutheran church in Jerusalem, Jack- 
son said: “I shall appeal to the PLO 
to stop their tactics of terrorism, to 
recognize Israel’s right and need to 
exist, to articulate its own goal for 


self-determination and a homeland . ' 


and to fight for peaceful coexist- 
ence.” : 
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While Jackson's appeal to the 
PLO to shun violence has a genuine 
quality about it, it is largely mean- 
ingless. Yassar Arafat and other 
PLO leaders are not people who 
have taken to the gun with great re- 
morse. They are not peaceful, gentle 
souls who might someday consider 
assaulting Israeli society with picket 
lines, choruses of “We Shall Over- 
come” or voter registration drives. 

. The PLO is a terrorist movement 
whose tactics are little different 
from those of America’s Ku Klux 
Klan, Germany’s Baader-Meinhoff 
Gang and Italy’s Red Brigades. 

: The PLO, moreover, is clearly a 

| Soviet client, not an independent 


entity. If Arafat, as the result of 
moral argument, should miracu- 
lously experience a conversion and 
disavow terrorism, it is doubtful that 
the Soviet Union would allow PLO 
control to remain for long in the 
hands of a born-again pacifist. To 
approach the Mideast problem as a 
problem of “hard-heartedness,” 
then, is at the least unproductive, no 
matter how well meaning. 

I have little doubt that the PLO 
leaders are chuckling as they recall 
lectures on non-violent protest and 
hands joined to sing “We Shall 
Overcome.” While they can hardly 
take Jackson’s mediation efforts se- 
riously, they do understand the 
enormous political benefit to be 
reaped from their demonstration of 
PLO solidarity with some American 
black leaders. 

Sadly, the visits of some black 


‘leaders to PLO strongholds are 


bound to strengthen the resolve of 
the PLO as well as the hard-line “re- 
jectionist” states as they resist ~ 
and, as they have stated, hope to de- 
stroy — the peace process started by 
Sadat and Begin. The sight of U.S. 
civil rights leaders chanting “We will 
be free, we can win, we ought to win” 
can only lead some Arab and PLO 
leaders to believe in the fantasy that 
a mass-based pro-PLO constituency 
will emerge someday in the United 
States. That hope alone might well 
help keep moderate Arab states 
away from the peace process. _ 
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Similarly, on the Israeli side, any 
indication of a growing PLO con- 
stituency in the United States, a 
constituency that might further tilt 
U.S. policy toward the PLO posi- 
tion, strengthens the hard-line bloc 
in Begin’s own Likud Party. On both 
sides, in other words, the inflexible 
factions stand to gain the most from 
the black leaders’ efforts. That is a 
good way to damage the peace pro- 
cess, not to advance it. 

Some blacks, of course, has cited 


as their concern the suffering that | 


might result from any new Arab oil 
embarago. While it is certainly true 
that blacks would be hurt dispropro- 
tionately if Arab countries again at- 
tempted to blackmail the United 
States and other Western nations by 
cutting off their oil supplies, it is 
also true that the Arabs have gran- 
ted few if any economic concessions 
to nations that support the Arab 
cause. * 

Democratic Rep. Cardiss Collins 
of Illinois, who chairs the Congres- 
sional Black Causus, made exactly 
this point last July in a speech to the 
Zionist Organization of Chicago. 

“Investment in Africa has not 
been forthcoming [from Arab 
states],” she stated. “The oil states 
have failed to provide promised 
price breaks of preferential . treat- 
ment. Indeed, many of Africa’s poor- 
est countries have been pushed to- 
wards economic disarray by the un- 
remitting, uncompromising and un- 
conscionable price increases im- 
posed on rich and poor alike by oil- 
rpducing states.” 

In light of the Arab treatment of 
African nations — almost all of 
which severed their diplomatic ties 
with Israel — there is little reason to 
hope that they would have great 
compassion for America’s blacks. 


Wurting the movement 

In addition to the profound conse- 
quences in the Middle East, the ac- 
tions of Jackson, Lowery and some 
other black leaders will, in all proba- 
bility, harm the entire U.S. civil 
rights movement. 

Already, the spectacle of leaders 
committed to non-violence embrac- 
ing avowed terrorists has led some 
people — mistakenly, I believe — to 
question the sincerity and motives of 
all civil rights activists. Although 
those like Jackson and Lowery care- 
fully explain that they are seeking to 
establish a dialogue between the 
PLO and Israel, their bouyant en- 
thusiasm and warm embraces of 
Afarat leave many people mainly 
with those memories and with only 


‘vague recollections of appeals for 


non-violence. While these popular 
perceptions admittedly results from 
the peculiar practices of the media, 
those black leaders who traveled to 
the Mideast should have been more 
concerned about the inevitable dam- 
age that-would be done. 


Similarly, those blacks who met 
with PLO representatives should be 
prepared to respond to accusations 


that their trips were in fact deliber- - 


ately intended as “media events.” 
Philip Blazer, a Jewish leader who 
organized anti-Nazi marches in 
Skokie with Jesse Jackson, has a)- 
ready openly accused Jackson of 
using his Mideast voyage as a pub- 
licity stunt. “Jackson’s one constitu- 
ency,” Blazer said, “is the media.” 

While I do not necessarily agree 
with that charge, I must admit that 
to many Americans — blacks and 
well as others — the Jackson and 
SCLC delegation trips do indeed ap- 
pear to be calculated to produce im- 
mense visibility. Correct or not, this 
widespread impression is there, and 
it does tend to place the entire civil 
rights movement in a bad light. 
Worse, it makes the civil rights 
movement — or, more correctly, 
what is taken to be the civil rights 
movement by most Americans — 
appear to be frantically grasping for 
a new issue, a new rallying point, 
and to distract attention from other 
urgent issues, from full employment 
and energy to tax policy and cuts in 
social welfare funds. 

Finally, the links of some blacks 
with the PLO threatens to under- 
mine the liberal coalition, the politi- 
cal alliance of minority groups, trade 
unions and liberals that is responsi- 
ble for almost all the advances made 


in civil rights and social reform. In- . 


deed, it is already clear that some 
important non-Jewish coalition ele- 
ments, most notably the tradé 
unions, have been profoundly an- 
gered by black gestures to the PLO. 
John Lyons, president of the Iron- 
workers Union and a prominent 
member of the AFL-CIO Executive 
Council, made this clear late last 
month ‘in an address to the Jewish 
Labor Committee. “I can imagine a 
no more disgusting sight than the 


beaming face of Yassar Arafat sur- - 
. rounded by SCLC leaders singing 


“We Shall Overcome,’ ” Lyons said. - 

While stressing the democratic 
values that for so long have bound 
together the liberal coalition, Lyons 
also issued an unambiguous warn- 
ing: “If any elements in our coalition 
of interests, however sincere and 
well-motivated, should be short- 
sighted enough, in the pursuit of 
short-term goals, to give aid and 


comfort to the enemies of democ-. 


racy, then we have an obligation to 


point out to them that they are hurt- 


ing all of us.” . 


- and conservative society. 
©1979, 


Lyons’ points were later echoed in 
a statement by Thomas R. Donahue, 
executive assistant to retiring AFL- 
CIO president George Meany. Dona- ~ 
hue called overtures by some blacks 
toward the PLO an “obscenity.” —- 

The Rev. George G. Higgins of the 
United States Catholic Conference, 
who has been in the forefront of civil 
rights struggles, expressed other per- 
tinent concerns when he wrote: “To 
cut the black community away from 
its longest and strongest ally in the 
struggle for equality at a time of . 
crisis is, in the long-range view, self- 
defeating. Before going down the 
road of legitimizing the use of terror- 
ism as a political tactic, the heirs of 
Martin Luther King’s doctrine of 
non-violence might well want to re- 
flect on who, ultimately, will be the 
beneficiaries of a split in the black- 
Jewish coalition.” 

Self-interest, always an important 
and justifiable consideration, should 
not be the sole or even principal ar- 
gument against black links with Ara- 
fat. Instead, blacks, having won their 
rights through nonviolence and or- 
ganized pressure, should speak out 
against the PLO because that terror- 
ist group continually flaunts the po- 
litical power of violence and openly 
mocks the values and goals that 
American blacks have fought for an 
cherished. eo 

If blacks -remain silent on the * 
PLO, they will have gone a long way ° 
toward forfeiting the enormous 
moral prestige won by their firm and © 
courageous allegiance to nonviolence 
and democratic principles. Without 
this moral prestige, further eco- 
nomic and social progress for black 
people will be difficult, if not im- 
possible, in an increasingly hostile 


, 


Bayard Rustin i 
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Two Black Women Crack PSD’S Upper Ranks 


For the first time in the 22- 
year history of the Metro 
Public Safety Department, 
two black women were 
promoted to the rank of 
sergeant in ceremonies 
Monday. 

Yolanda Hardy Royal, a 
five-year-veteran of the 
department, and Linda L. 
Saunders, who has been with 
the force for 6% years, were 
among the 19 Metro officers 
who added stripes to their 
uniforms. One black male, 
Gerome Dixon, was also 
promoted to sergeant. 

Neither Royal or Saunders 
is your average run-of-the- 
mill cop. Both ladies have had 
short, but rather exemplary, 
careers as evidenced by their 
recent promotions. 

Royal, married and the 
mother of a four-month-old 
son, is a Miami native. A very 
attractive Miami Central holds a B.A. degree in 
graduate whose friends told Political Science from the 
her she was much too pretty to University of Chicago and a 
be a police officer, Royal also Master’s degree in Public 





SGT. YOLANDA ROYAL 


SGT. LINDA SAUNDERS 


Administration from Florida 
Internation University. 

Royal aiso has completed 
courses at the Southest 


Daughtrey Is New 


Florida Institute of Criminal 
Justice Her work as sign- 
ments have included the 
Central District Uniform 
Patrol and the Safe Street Unit 
in the same area. Her 
promotion will return her to 
Central District Uniform 
Patrol. 

Saunders is also a native 
Miamian. She joined the 
department in March of 1973 
after graduating from Carol 
City High and attending 
Miami-Dade 
College. Some may accuse 


Saunders of jumping from the - 


frying pan into the fire. A 
former school teacher, 


Saunders taught elementary . 
school in Belle Glade for one -> 


year before deciding to pursue 
a career in law enforcement. 

Saunders holds a B.A. 
degree in Education from 
Florida Atlantic University 
and a Master’s in Counseling 
from Biscayne College. Her 


experiences on the depart- "=m 
ment have just about run the ~~. 


gamut, She has done uniform 
patrol in the midwest section, 
worked in the community 
services division, the safe 
streets unit in the Central 
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Johnson Named To 
Public Health Trust 


Charles F Johnson, Jr, a 
successful black community 
reinvestment officer at 
Amerifirst Federal Savings 
and Loan Association has 
recently been appointed to the 
Board of Trustees of the 


arcs 






CHARLES JOHNSON, JR. 
Public Health Trust (Jackson 


Memorial Hospital) by the 


Dade County Commission. 


Memorial Hospital and the 
Mental Health Care Center. 
Additional responsibilities 
include the improvement of 
patient services, the provision 
for modern technical facilities 
at Jackson Memorial Hospital 
along with other various 
duties. 

Charles Johnson has had an 
extensive amount of ex- 


- perience in health related 


fields. While working with the 


y> IBM Corporation in Chicago, 
’ IHinois, Johnson was em- 


ployed as a consultant of 
hospital administration of 
Data Processing. He also 
served as a medical con- 
sultant for the University of 
Chicago, Northwestern 
Medical Center and Loyola 
Medical Center located in the 
Chicago land area. 

When asked about his most 
recent appointment, Mr. 
Johnson commented, “IT ap- 
preciate the assistance of 
Metro-Dade’s Office of Black 
Affairs, without whose help 
the appointment would have 
been difficult. I tise thank the 
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For the first time in the 22- 
year history of the Metro 
Public Safety Department, 
two black women were 
promoted to the rank of 
sergeant in ceremonies 
Monday 

Yolanda Hardy Royal, a 
five-year-veteran of the 
department, and Linda L. 
Saunders, who has been with 
the force for 642 years, were 
among the 19 Metro officers 
who added stripes to their 
uniforms. One black male, 
Gerome Dixon, was also 
promoted to sergeant. 

Neither Royal or Saunders 
is your average run-of-the- 
mill cop. Both ladies have had 
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Daughtrey Is New 
City Manager Of Opa-locka 


Late last Wednesday night More elated because the 
Newall Daughtrey got a call people seem to want him. 
from a friend who informed That the people are pleased 
him that the Opa-locka City with Daughtrey’s selection as 
Commission had just voted to city manager is unquestioned. 
But what will please them 
more is to see him straighten 
out their many problems. And 
‘ he seems determined to do 
. just that. 

:  Daughtrey has inherited a 
_ ¢ity with serious financial 
problems. But he says he is 
ready to deal with it head-on. 














NEWALL DAUTREY 


consider him for the post of Palestinian: 


city manager. That excited 
Daughtrey, an- administrative 
assistant to Miami City 
Manager Joseph Grassie, with 
confidence in his ability to 
handle more demanding city 
government positions and 
dreams of one day doing just 
that. 

Monday night Daughtrey’s 
dream came true. With a 
unanimous vote of confidence 
from the Opa-locka city 
commission and to the cheers 
of an overflow crowd in the 
chambers of city hall, 
Daughtrey was named to the 
post of city manager in one of 
Dade County’s smallest and 
most problem-plagued towns. 

The appointment is 
somewhat of a home coming 
for the 32-year-old ad- 
ministrator. Daughtrey, who 
makes his home in Opa-locka, 
served as assistant city 
manager for four years prior 
to takin the position with 
Miami. He says that he is 
elated at being back and even 


taking 
meeting. 


BAYARD RUSTIN .- 


. “First thing is to institute: 








effective and efficient 
procedure in the Water and 
Sewer Department,” he told 
The Times Wednesday, ad- 
ding that this is where the city 
of Opa-locka can turn a profit. 

Daughtrey’s plan is to get 
the enterprise to operate ef- 
ficiently so that it can repay 
some of the money it owes to 
the general fund. He said 
additional dollars will allow 
for the city to not only become 


(Continued on back page: 





According to what some Joseph Lowery of the 
Black civil rights leaders are Southern Christian Leader- Americans began their treks 
saying about recent meetings ship Conference and Rev. to the Middle East, most knew 
between other Blacks and Jesse Jackson of Operation that in the face of growing 
Liberation PUSH, 
Organizational officials, Jews National Urban League and not be maintained much 
and Jewish sympathizers are the A. Phillip Randolph In- longer. 
not the only ones who are stitute 


officials of the 


voiced their 
have been their closest 
rights 


Vernon Jordan, in a speech 
to the National Conference of 


.-Catholic Charities Monday, 


didn’t call any names but 
castigated those who he said 
no longer recognized that the 
agenda of Blacks demands 


alliances. 
In obvious reference to the 
rift that seems to continue 


Jews, Jordan warned against 
the danger of American 
Blacks straying from their 
basic civil rights struggle and 
tampering with the once 
amiable relationship between 


‘Black and Jews. 


While most Black leaders of 
major civil rights 
otganizations have remained 


construction of powerful ; 


widening between Blacks and ; 


Florida Institute of Criminal 
Justice. Her work as sign- 
ments have included the 
Central District Uniform 
Patrol and the Safe Street Unit 
in the same area. Her 
promotion will return her to 
Central District Uniform 
Patrol. 

Saunders is also a native 
Miamian She joined the 
department in March of 1973 
after graduating from Carol 
City High and attending 
Miami-Dade Community | 
College. Some may accuse 
Saunders of jumping from the 
frying pan into the fire. A 
former’ school teacher, 
Saunders taught elementary 
school in Belle Glade for one 
year before deciding to pursue 
a career in law enforcement. 

Saunders holds a B.A. 
degree in Education from 
Florida Atlantic University 
and a Master’s in Counseling 
from Biscayne College. Her 
experiences on the depart- 
ment have just about run the 
gamut. She has done uniform 
patrol in the midwest section, 
worked in the community 
services division, the safe 
streets unit in the Central 
district, Honlicide and In- 
ternal Review. 

Saunders’ promotion will 
return her to duty in the In- 
ternal Review division, which 
wwill mark the first time that 
the department has assigned a 
female sergeant to investigate 
claims against officers. 

Sgt. Dixon_is now a uniform 
patrol supervisor in the 
Central District. 
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Johnson Named To 
Public Health Trust 


Charles F Johnson, Jr., a 
successful black community 
reinvestment officer at 
Amerifirst Federal Savings 
and Loan Association has 
recently been appointed to the 
Board of Trustees of the 


CHARLES JOHNSON, JR. 


Public Health Trust (Jackson 
Memorial Hospital) by the 
Dade County Commission. 
With a 7-2 county commission 


vote in favor of his ap- 
pointment, Charles Johnson 
joins Cyrus M Jollivette and 
Henrietta E. Waters as one of 
the three black voting 
members of the 15 member 
board. 

The Board of Trustees is 
responsible for the overall 
decision making processes for 
the administration of Jackson 


Memorial Hospital and the 
Mental Health Care Center 
Additional responsibilities 
include the improvement of 
patient services, the provision 
for modern technical facilities 
at Jackson Memorial Hospital 


. along with other various 


duties. 

Charles Johnson has had an 
extensive amount of ex- 
perience in health related 
fields. While working with the 


» IBM Corporation in Chicago, 


Illinois, Johnson was em- 
ployed as a consultant of 
hospital administration of 
Data Processing He also 
served as a medical con- 
sultant for the University of 
Chicago, Northwestern 
Medical Center and Loyola 
Medical Center located in the 
Chicago land area. 

When asked about his most 
recent appointment, Mr. 
Johnson commented, “I ap- 
preciate the assistance of 
Metro-Dade’s Office of Black 
Affairs, without whose help 
the appointment would have 
been difficult. I gtso thank the 
Dade County Commissioners 
and the whole community for 
their assistance.”’ 

Johnson’s previous 
background in the health and 
business related fields along 
with a strong determination to 
assist citizens of the Dade 
County area proves that he is 
worthy of his appointment on 
the Board of Trustees of the 
Public Health Trust. 


White House Tried to Prevent Resignation 


Andrew Young 


said summer by getting Israel to Minister Menachem Begin’s 


Tuesday the White House had go ‘‘on record as against my illness. 


tried to save his job as United 


resignation,” but the attempt 


Young, who was testifying 


Nations ambassador last was frustrated by Prime before a House subcommittee 
on Africa, resigned in August 
after a political furor broke 
out following the revelation 
that he had met secretly with 
the Palestine Liberation 





curiously silent since Black 


controversy that silent could 


Jesse. Jackson’s much 


issue with those displeasure with men who publicized trip seems to have 


been the straw that broke the 


Over the past few days, in brothers in the forefront of the camel’s back. Other civil 
what can be regarded as human and eivil 
stinging cirticism of Rev. struggle in recent years. 


rights leaders. appeared 
almost compelled to come out 
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Rustin and Jordan Criticize — 
Revs. Jackson and Lowery 


and say that all blacks were 


not in agreement with the : 


sentiments of Jackson. 
That message was certainly 
put across in strong language 


from Bayard Rustin who ; 


aceused Jackson of 

“irresponsible behavior” and 

call his trip dangerous. 
Rustin, who 


and white communities, in his 
comments compared the PLO 
with the Ku Klux Klan and 
accused the travelling 
militants of ‘ill-considered 
flirtations.” 

In even stronger language 
Rustin said Lowery’s and 
Jackson’s meeting with PLO 
Chief Yassar Arafat were 
‘“anti-peace and anti-Civil 
rights.”’ 

Rustin is presently in Israel 
as a part of a seven-man 
delegation of civil rights 
advocates headed by William 
Pollard, director of the civil 
rights department of theAFL- 
CIO. They are there by in- 
vitation of Israel's trade-labor 
organization to, in Rustin’s 
words, assure government 
officials that Jackson and 
Lowery do not speak for all 
blacks.” 


is widely 
respected in both the black = 





ANDREW YOUNG 


Organization representative 
at the United Nations. 


Young said, ‘‘At the time, an 
effort was under way between 
the White House and the 
ambassador of Israel that 
would have put Israel on 
record as against my 
resignation.” 


However, Young added, 
Begin was hospitalized by a 
stroke at that time; and 
Young said, ‘‘We couldn't get 
an Israeli approval in time.” 
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RICHARD M. HARTZMAN 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 
251 WEST 87TH STREET 
SUITE 52 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10024 


212 -BSe-Br7rs 


865-9255 
October 18, 1979 


Bayard Rustin 

President 

A. Philip Randolph Institute 
260 Park Avenue South 

New York, New York 10010 


Dear Mr. Rustin: 


I am sending you a copy of a letter of mine recently 
published in the New York Times suggesting transfer of the 
World Court to Jerusalem as part of a final peace arrange- 
ment in the Middle East, and copies of other correspondence 
concerning this idea. It may be that an idea such as this 
would be the kind of new ingredient or bargaining chip 
which could move along the peace process at the appropriate 
time. 


I would be interested in hearing your comments and 
questions concerning this proposal. 
Sincerely yours, 
e 


Richard M. Hartzman 
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.be invested in the Black, Chicano and Puerto Rican and other economically 


to promise to suspend American military and economic aid to Israel and to the 





AMERICAN-ARAB RELATIONS COMMITTEE ae 


P. O. Box 416 
New York, N.Y. 10017 





FOR RELEASE OCTOBER 24, 1979 AT 1:00 P.M. 


New York, N.Y. -- The Third Arab-Black Dialogue meeting took 
place today at the United Nations with a major and "comprehensive" speech 
by Dr. M. T. Mehdi, President of the American-Arab Relations Committee and 2 
Co-chairman of the Dialogue as its highlight. 
Dr. Mehdi said that “Arabs are Afro-Asians and that the 
future of America was linked to the Arab world, Africa and Asia -- and not 
to the bankrupt Jewish state of Israel." 
He maintained that the OPEC countries “including Arab states 


and Nigeria” had "a financial and moral responsibility towards their own 


people and towards other deprived people." He called upon the Arabs and 


Nigeria to offer $100 million "as grant-in-aid" to Black colleges in the 


United States. "Furthermore," he said, “out of the some $80 billion Arab 


SORT. ae ten 


masher Soa 


money invested in U.S. Bonds and security notes, at lease one billion should 


depressed areas in this country.” at : 4 


But even more important than Arab money as a source for rescuing ® 
the Black and other minorities "is the billions of American dollors which are 
being wasted in the battlefields in the Middle East," Dr. Mehdi said. 


"We call upon Governor Connally and other Presidential candidates 


Arab States, and to spend the huge amounts so saved in the Black and other 
depressed areas in the U.S.A," the Arab American spokesman demanded. ‘ 


Dr. Mehdi revealed that he had wired, written and called the 





offices of Vernon Jordan, President of the National Urban League and Benjamin ; 
Hooks, Exeuctive Director of the NAAC., to have an Arab delegation meet with * 
these Black leaders. "Regretfully, neither Mr. Jordan nor Rev. Hooks have had 


the courtesy even to reply," he complained. “These Black civil right leaders are 


ache 





treating the Arab Americans as the niggers were treated by the white racists," 
; a: Pig ee a eee oa eae 





see 


years 


oa 
Dr. Mehdi said. He described Jordan, Hooks and Bayard Rustin as "Black men with - ° 
negro mentality." 

Dr. Mehdi said that "the road to peace and democratization in 
the Middle East and Africa is via Washington, D. C." The United States should 
suspend its trade with South Africa and that would "peacefully pressure the | 
white racists either to leave or learn to live with the majority of the African 
people." In the Middle East, America should suspend its military and economic 
aid to Israel and that "would force peacefully the Israelis to recognize the 
human right of the people of Palestine to return to Palestine and, again, to learn 
to live with the Palestinians ‘in all of Palestine." 

On the international scene, the United States is "the greatest 
merchant of death” and “it often supplies mortal enemies with weapons, in the 
mame of the balance of power, but with the ultimate result of killing each - 
other," he said. The new Arab-Black alliance will campaign during the 1980 


elections “to stop America as the-arms-supplier of the world," Dr. Mehdi 


declared. This will be in the spirit of Dr. Martin Luther King, he said. 


a ee ee 


On the problem of energy, Dr. Mehdi said that "OPEC's stands and 


policies "have been reasonable, responsible and misunderstood." He explained 


“that the price per barrel of crude oil on the spot market in Rotterdam two weeks 


ago was $35. Yet, he said, the oi} producers who raised their price did not reach 
that high and could have fixed it /$35 per barrel and still have a demand for it. 

Dr. Mehdi said that Governor Connally ‘s departure from “the last thirty 
of politicians’ catering to the Zionist lobby” was "a reflection of the chunge 
in the American society and public opinion." Notwithstanding the attack on 
Connally by other candidates and politicians, he predicted that "more candidates 
will. eche the Connally line before the end of 1979." 

"Should Connally accept our adviee and pledge to suspend American 
military and economic aid to Israal and the Arabs and spend the amount so saved 


in.the depressed areas in America, he will ignite the hopes of the Blacks, Puerto 


| 
i 
i 
: 
| 
Ricans, Chicanos and the poor people of the country, will get the support of these | 
multitudes, and will win the 1980 elections, miles ahead of other candidates," 

Dr. Mehdi predicted. 

Dr. Mehdi said that Israel has been "a military, economic and a moral 
burden on America." The new Arab~Black alliance will emancipate America from 
Zionism and guilt over past world injustices to Jews, as it will emancipate the 
United States from its racidl’ ties to Europe, he said. The goal. of the new 
alliance is “to guide America towards international brotherhood and universal 

’ " 


peace," Dr. Mehdi, who recently receivel the Martin Luther King Brotherhood Award, 


"| declared. 
~ 
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October 18, 1979 


The Editor 

The New York Times 
229 West 43rd Street 
New York, New York 10036 : 


Re:"Four Black Leaders See 
Danger in Conflict Over P.L.O." . 
October 18, 1979 - Page A.13 


To The Editor: 


I appreciate the fact that the Times has included in its : 
report of the events which have followed Ambassador Young's ines 
resignation the widely shared feeling among members of the ; 
Black Leadership Forum -- Jesse Jackson and Vernon Jordan 

; included -- that public debate among our members should 
probably be curtailed for a time. 





‘Wea se 


Unfortunately, it is possible that today's article (Thursday, 
October 18) may inadvertently leave at least two unhappy 
and inaccurate impressions: 


1) that only the 4 persons cited in the opening 
paragraphs of your article share this feeling; and 

2) that I, for one, was ‘reacting to' Vernon 
Jordan's speech of last Sunday. 


~ sm ect ste Sachi save arniamibadinte.a, ¥ 


As I indicated to the Times yesterday, I have been engaged 
for weeks in conversations with a number of Forum members 
about the need to maintain and project our unity on a num- 
ber of basic issues despite a diversity of viewpoints and 
styles, which is not peculiar to Black people alone. | 


In addition to those Forum members already mentioned, Mayor : 
Richard Hatcher, Coretta Scott King, Dorothy Height, Eddie : 
Williams and Julius Chambers have made clear their support 
for this viewpoint and for the value of lowering the volume 
of the debate. I am confident that those we have not yet 
been able to reach will sincerely join in this consensus. 


F a 


Co-Chairpersons: Andrew Heiskell, Aileen Hernandez, Sol M. Linowitz, James M. Roche, Raul Yzaguirre 
Vice-Chairpersons: William R. Chaney, Jesse Hill, Jr. 


i 
; 
i" 
| President: M Carl Holman 
Secretary: Myrlie Evers /{ Treasurer; Glenn E. Watts 
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The Editor 

New York Times 
October 18, 1979 
Page Two 


Meanwhile, it can only be hoped that in the process 

some of the belittling and unfounded charges of anti- 
Semitism on the one hand, and of thought-control through 
contributions on the other, will eventually subside. 


Sincerely, 


4 


Col LiCeae— 


M. Carl Holman 

President , 
National Urban Coalition, and ‘ 
Executive Secretary, : 
Black Leadership Forum 
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Ronald H, Brown 
COUNSEL 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
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Dr. Edward Braynon 
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David Brody 
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Msgr. George Higgins 
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Ruth J. Hinerfetd 


League of Women Voters of the US 


Benjamin L, Hooks 
National Association for the 
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Vernon Jordan 
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Bettye Kehrer 
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Hayden Lee 
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Judith Lichtman 
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S. Garry Onikt 
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American Coalition of Citizens 
with Disabilities 


Eleanor Smeal 
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Rev. Leon Sullivan 
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Lynette Taylor 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, inc. 
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International Union of Operating Engineers 


Kenneth Young 
AFL-CIO 


Raul Yzaguirre 
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October 22, 1979 


TO: Participating Organizations 


FROM: Arnold Aronson, Secretary 
RE: JOINT STATEMENT BY BLACK AND JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 


You will be interested in the attached statement 
issued by 28 Black and Jewish organizations in the Leader- 
ship Conference on Civil Rights. It is worth noting that 
even while press stories were talking of the rift between 
these two groups, Black and Jewish organizations working 
together with other LCCR participants, scored several 
victories, notably the elimination of a series of anti-civil 
rights amendments to the Department of Education Bill and 
the creation of a civil rights unit in the White House Office 
of Management and Budget. The statement recalls the goals 
of the Leadership Conference, as set forth in our Statement 
of Purpose, and asserts that the "shared commitment" of the 
groups to those goals, "continues undiminished". 


The list of the officers and organizations joining 
in the statement is also included. 


HHH 


“Equality In A Free, Plural, Democratic Society” 


30th ANNUAL MEETING ¢ JANUARY 27-28, 1980 ¢* WASHINGTON, D.C. 
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PARTICIPATING ORGANIZATIONS ~ 


Actors Equity 
African Methodist Episcopal Church 
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc, 
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, inc 
Amalgamated Clothing and Textilo Workers Union of America 
American Baptist Churches, U.S A—National Ministries 
American Givi) Liberties Union 
American Coalition of Citizens with Disabilities, Inc 
American Councid of the Blind 
American Ethical Union 
American Federation of Government Employaes 
American Federation of Lavor—Congrass of industrial 
Organizations 
American Federation of State, County & Municipal Employees 
Amencan Federation of Teachers 
American Jewish Commitiee 
American Jewish Cargress 
American Postal Workers Union 
American Veterans Commiltee 
eis for Democratic Action 
nt- Defamation League of B'nai B rth 
‘s Priip Randotoh Institute 
Asociacion Nacional Pro Personas Mayeres 
B'na B'rith Women 
Building & Construction Trades Department ~ AFL-CIO 
Center for Community Change 
Center for National Policy Review 
Church of the Brethren-~World Mirustries Commission 
Church Wornen United 
Citizens Lobby for Freedom & Farr Flay 
Communication Warkers of America 
Congress of Itahan-American Organizations, Ine 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority 
Division of Homeland Minisiries—Onnsdaon Church (Disciples 
of Christ) 
Episcopal Church—-Public Affaus Office 
Federation of Organizations for Professions! Women 
Friends Committee on National Legislat.on 
Frontiers International, inc 
Frontlash 
Hadassah 
bat roe Restaurant Employees and Bartenders International 
nion 
improved Benevolent & Protective O:der of Elns of the World 
industrial Union Department-—AFL-CIO 
International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers 
international Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union of America 
Internationa! Molders & Allied Workers Urion 
International Union of Electrical, Radio & Machine Workers 
International Union of Operating Engineers 
iota Phi Lambda Sorority, inc. 
Japarese American Citizens League 
Jewish Labor Committee 


~abowish War Veterana-- -- - 


Kappa Aipha Ps Fraternity 

Labor Council for Latin American Advancement 

Labor Zionist Alliance 

League tor Industrial Democracy 

League of Women Voters of the United States 

Lutheran Church in America-—Division for Mission in North 
America 

NAACP Legal Defense and Education Fund, Inc 

National Alliance of Postal & Federal Employees 

National Allance of Postal & Federal Employees—Natonal 
Women's Auxiliary 

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 

National Association of Colored Women's Clubs, Inc. 

National Association of Community Health Centers 

National Association of Human Rights Workers 

National Association of Market Developers 

National Association of Negro Business & Professional 
Women’s Clubs, inc. 

National Association of Real Estate Brokers, Inc. 

National Association of Social Workers 

National Association of University Women 

National Baptist Convention, U.S.A. 

National Bar Association 


‘National Beauty Gulturists League, Ine. 11 


National Business League 

National Catholic Conference for Interracial Justice 

National Coalition of Cuban Americans 

National Conference of Black Mayors, inc. 

National Conferonce of Catholic Charities 

Nationa! Conference of Christians and Jews, Inc. 

National Council of Catholic Women 

National Council of Churches-—Division of Church & Society 

National Council of Jewish Women 

National Council of La Raza 

National Councal of Negro Women 

National Council of Semor Citizens, Inc 

National Dental Assocation 

National Education Association 

National Farmers Union 

National Federation of Settiements & Neighborhood Centers 

National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods 

National Funeral Glreciors and Morticians Association 

National Hispanic Hausing Coalition, inc. 

Nahonal Jewish Communiy Relauons Advisory Council 

Natiorai Jowish Welfare Board 

National Legal Asd & Defender Assnciation 

National Low Income Housing Goalition 

National Neighbors 

National Newspaper Publishers Associaton 

Nauenal Office for Black Catholics 

Nahoval Grganizatian for Women 

National Post Office Mull Handlers, Watchmen. Messengers 

& Group Leaders 

National Rural Housing Coalition 

Nauonal Sorerity of Pni Detta Kappa, ine. 

Nauaunal Urban League 

Nat onal Women’s Pohucal Caucus 

Newspaper Guild 

Od, Cneratcal & Alamic Workers international Union 

Omaga Ps Phi Fraternity, inc 

Opportunities Industralizaton Certer—Government Relations 
Services (OIC) 

Organization of Chinese Americans, Inc 

Pacitic/Asian Coalition 

Ph: Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. 

Pioneer Women—-American Alfrairs 

Potomac Institute 

Presbyterian Interracial Counci 

Project Equality, Inc 

Recruitment and Training Pregiam 











. Reta, Wholesale & Depariment Stora Union 


Rural America 

Sigma Gamma Rho Sorortty, Inc. 

Southern Christan Leagership Conference 

Synagogue Council of America 

Transport Workers Union of America 

Union of Amencan Hebrew Congregations 

Unitanan Universalist Association 

Unitarian Universaiists for Black and Whie Action 

United Automobile, Aerospace & Agricultural implement 
Workers of America 

Urated Church of Christ--Commutiee for Ratial Justice Now 

Untted Church of Christ--Office for Church in Society 

United Farm Workers of Amenca 

United Food and Commercial Workers international Union 

United Hebrew Trades 

United Methodist Church—Board of Church and Sociaty 

United Methodist Church—Board of Global Ministries 
Women’s Division 

United Mine Workers of America a 

United Presbyterian Church--Unit on Church & Race 

United Rubber, Cork, Linoleum & Plastic Workers of America 

U.S. Catholic Conterence—Division of Urban Affairs 

United States Youth Council 

United Steelworkers of America 

United Synagogue of America 

Voter Education Project, Inc. 

Washington Research Project 

Women’s Equity Action League 


a Workmen’ 8 Circle : 
‘Yourlg Men's Christian Association of the USA, National Board | 
Young Women’s Christian Assoeiatian of the USA, National Board 
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JOINT STATEMENT BY BLACK AND JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS IN THE 


LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE ON CIVIL RIGHTS 


The undersigned Black and Jewish organizations are deeply concerned 
over recent reports of a rift between Blacks and Jews. That we have our 
differences is clear. But to suggest that such differences constitute an 
irreparable rift is to misunderstand the nature of a coalition and of our 


relationship. 


The essence of our plural democracy is that it encourages every group 
to express its views on whatever issues it chooses in accordance with its 
own values and judgment. It is out of such differing values, judgments 
and priorities that the temper of our society is forged. 


A free plural society demands not the elimination of differences but 
the expression of differing views without rancor, racism or anti-Semitism. 


For 30 years we, together with other groups, have worked through the 
Leadership Conference on Civil Rights in furtherance of its stated purpose: 
to establish "an integrated, democratic, plural society in which every 
individual is accorded equal rights, equal opportunities and equal justice 
without regard to race, sex, religion, ethnic origin, handicap or age; and 
in which every group is accorded an equal opportunity to enter fully into 
the general life of the society with mutual acceptance and regard for 
difference." 


In pursuit of that goal, as members of the Leadership Conference, we have 
committed ourselves to support, "as a matter of right - a useful job at a 
decent wage for all who are employable or who can be made so hy training or 
retraining; income sufficient to provide all others with the essentials for 
living in dignity and self-respect; decent housing in a decent environment 
for all; medical care for all in health, sickness and disability; and 
education to the limit of each person's capacity to benefit from it." 


That shared commitment continues undiminished. Our years together have 


been marked by great advances, great achievements. The work that still must 
be done is too important to let differences divide us. 
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SIGNATORIES TO JOINT STATEMENT BY BLACK AND JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS IN : 


THE LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE ON CIVIL RIGHTS 


Mrs. Mona H. Bailey 
National President 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. 


Richard M. Ballard 
National President 
Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. 


Syd Bykofsky 
President 
United Hebrew Trades 


Marjorie Merlin Cohen 
Executive Director 
National Council of Jewish Women 


Bishop Charles H. Foggie 
Secretary, Board of Bishops 
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church 


Bertram Gold 
Executive Director 
American Jewish Committee 


Theodore R. Hagans 
President 
National Business League 


Dorothy Height 
President 
National Council of Negro Women 


Benjamin Hooks 

Executive Director 

National Association for the Advancement 
Of Colored People 


Vernon Jordan 
President 
National Urban League 


Aline Kaplan 
Executive Director 
Hadassah 


Janice Kissner 
Grand BAsileus 
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. 


Frieda S. Leemon 
National President 
Pioneer Women 


So Rpn ate Se: aad ee te neem tee ne neem neem agai ieneeMngtnnentrn 


Rabbi Arthur Lelyveld 
President 
Synagogue Council of America 


Theodore R. Mann 

Chairman 

National Jewish Community Relations 
Advisory Council 


Emanuel Muravchik 
Executive Director 
Jewish Labor Committee 


Nathan Perlmutter 
Executive Director 
Anti-Defamation League of B'Nai B'Rith 


Allen Pollack 
President 
Labor Zionist Alliance 


William M. Ross 
Executive Director ; 
Recruitment & Training Program 


Bayard Rustin 
President 
A. Philip Randolph Institute 


Executive Director 
National Federation of Temple 


f 
\ 
Eleanor R. Schwartz | 
Sisterhoods | 

} 


Simon Schwartz 
President 
United Synagogue of America , 


Rabbi Henry Siegman 
Executive Director 
American Jewish Congress 


Harris B. Stone 
National Commander 
Jewish War Veterans of the U.S.A. 


Inez W. Tinsley 

National President 

National Association of Colored 
Women's Clubs 





Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 


Evelyn Wasserstrom 
President 
B'Nai B'Rith Women 


Dr. Fredda Witherspoon 
National President 
Iota Phi Lambda Sorority, Inc. 





CONGREGATION BETH ELOHIM 
EIGHTH AVENUE AND GARFIELD PLACE 
BROOKLYN, NEW YorRK 11215 ay & 
(212) 768-3814 
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BENJAMIN P. FELDMAN, PRESIDENT 
PAUL FINKELSTEIN, M.D., VICE PRESIDENT 
EVERETT M. GOWA, VICE PRESIDENT 

MRS. ABE L. MARKS, VICE PRESIDENT 
MRS. BERNARD WASSERMAN, SECRETARY 
JULES M. HIRSH, TREASURER 


EUGENE J. SACK, RABBI EMERITUS 

GERALD I. WEIDER, RaBB! 

DAVID GRAF, MUSICAL DIRECTOR 

ALANE SIMONS, STUDENT CANTOR 

DONNA M. KLEINER, PRINCIPAL, RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 


October 31, 1979 


Mr. Bayard Rustin, President 
A. Philip Randolph Institute 
260 Park Avenue South 

New York, New York 10010 


Dear Mr. Rustin: 


Se te tate ntihae on te dE one 


This year our Congregation felt that the Rosh 
Hashanah sermon of Rabbi Eugene J. Sack was the most i 
penetrating analysis of the problems faced by blacks ; 
and Jews in America. 


I am enclosing a copy of his sermon and urge that 
you take the time to read it. 


between black revolution and black enfranchisement is 
the key to an understanding of what the Jews in America 


f 
; 
i 
i 
Most particularly, we believe that his distinction 
i 
will support and what they will oppose. | 


We think that Rabbi Sack's analysis can be a useful \ 
principle on which American blacks and Jews can build a 
program that will be greatly helpful to both groups. 

Sincerely 


Ben Feldman, President 
Congregation Beth Elohim 


BF/eu 
Enc. 


P, S. You will find direct reference to you on page 3. 
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DISTRICT 249 
R/RABBI A. RUDERMAN, EDITOR THE GOLDEN WHEEL ISRAEL 
DATE Oct. 2h, 1979 POB. 446 TN MEETING NO 16 


TODAY'S PROGRAM: 


DR. LARRY SANUELS 
of Hadassah Hospital, will speak on: 


"THE PRACTICE OF NUCLEAR MEDICINE" 
Dr. Samuels graciously agreed to postpone his address to this 
week to enable us to hear Dr. Bayard Rustin last week, 


NEXT MEETING: Oct. 31, 1979 
. DR. YAAKOV SHAHAM 
Racah Institute of Physics, Hebrew Univ. will speak on: 
"BLACK HOLES & OTHER HEAVENLY BODIES" 


OUR PREVIOUS MEETING: Oct, 17, 1979 

F/Dr, Shimon Samuels greeted the following visiting Rotarian: 
Olaf Thulin~Religion-Jonkoping, Sweden 

in addition to about fifty guests who came to hear our distin- 
guished speaker, 


PASSUK HASHAVUA: Submitted by V/P Dr. M. Kelman 

As Prof, Zamir said Ke his colleagues recently quoting Gen, 29 #15: 
2) 382 1977 977 2 orn yori ana omy 34 
"Because you are my brother, shovld you, therefore, work for 

nothing? Tell me what your salary shall be." 


FELLOWSHIP GREETINGS: Submitted by R/M. Ziegel 


ON THEIR BIRTHDAYS 
Joseph Cassuto-Oct, 17 Hiram Danin-Oct, 21 
R/A Yona Cohen-Oct. 18 R/A Mayera Glassman=Oct, 21 
P/P Moshe Raz-Oct, 19 R/A Beatrice Citron - Oct. 21 
P/P Anshel Citron-Oct. 22 


INTERNATIONAL TOAST: Given by R/Simcha Pratt to the Rotary Club : 
of Nassau, Bahamas in honor of Columbus 
Day, Oct. 12. (Columbus first landed in 
the Bahamas on his discovery of the New 
World. ) 
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THANKS: Our thanks go to the following for their contributions 
“to the Rotary Foundation Fund: 


P/P S, Petrushka~I1180-in honor of his Wedding Anniversary 


R/Prof. G, Cevidalli-IL300 
P/P M, Raz-IL250-in honor of his wife's and his Birthday. 


GUEST SPEAKER: Dr. Bayard Rustin was introduced by our Program 
«Chairman, R/Richard Hellman. Dr. Rustin is Presi- 
dent of the A. Philip Randolph Institute, one of 
the leading civil rights organizations in the 
States. Cn a visit to Israel, together with a 
delegation of distinguished Black leaders, our 
Speaker consented to appear before our Glub with 
only a day's notice. He spoke on "Black-Jewish 
Relations and the American Commit ment to Israelt " 



























Dr, Rustin introduced his remarks by stating that the majority of 
Blacks in America are committed to Israel, while a small percentage 
react negatively and an equal number are so pressed with daily 
needs that they have no opinion one way or another. The only way 
to fight bigotry is in the context of democracy in which an educa- 
ted electorate chooses their leaders at the polls and thus opts 
for internal and external policy. The PLO is part of the Sovict 
Union's far-flung apparatus to fight democracy and will never give 
up its pursuit of violence. In a meeting with our Prime Minister, 
Dr, Rustin promised Mr. Begin that the Blacks of America will urge 
their country to double her efforts in behalf of Israel. This 
would be their response to PLO sympathy enunciated by some Blacks 
in recent months. 





Dr. Rustin presented a brief picture of the historical relation 
of Blacks and Jews in America. Since the Civil War, when Blacks 
were emancipated from slavery, the Jews could always be depended 
upen to sunport the negros in all their struggles in behalf of 
civil rights. Of the four Presidents of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored Feople (NAACP) who held office 

since its inception, three of these were Jews. One of these, Kivie 
Kaplan, a Boston shoe manufacturer, raised over a billion dollars 
while he was in office. Rabbi Stephen S, Wise was one of its Soun- 
ders as well. 


Besides the NAACP, Dr. Rustin's delegation also represented the 
Urban League and the A, Philip Randolph Institute. 





It was a Jewish philanthropist, Julius Rosenwald, Founder of Sears, 
Roetuck, who was one of the largest benefactors of the negro in the 
Seuth. As a student of Maimonides who advanced his eight rungs of 
giving charity, he agreed that the highest rung consisted in enab- 
ling people to stand on their own feet by earning their om living. 
Jews not only gave of their substance in behalf of the negro, but 


GUEST SPEAKER ~ (continued) 

they, also, gave their lives. In 196h, two Jewish boys who came 
to the South in support of civil rights, were lynched by white 
bigots, and in 1965 five Rabbis, who participated in the Selma, 
Alabama march, were brutally beaten while one was almost killed. 


Dr, Rustin touched a sympathetic chord when he deplored the ignor- 
ance of blacks in America of their roots in Africa, whence they 
were kidnapped to become slaves, It was natural for them to iden- 
tify with the Patriarchs and the Prophets, Abraham's belief in 
one God snelled one mankind and the equality of all men in the eyes 
of God. The Prophets spoke to the need of all the oppressed when 
they extolled the wiiqueness of the Jewish people, the suffering 
servant of mankind, It was little wonder that the songs of the 
Blacks were drawn from Hebrew Seripture. As Cod delivered Israel 
from the hands of Egypt, He will do the same for them. They 
stressed the Old Testament because of its emphasis on life in this 
world in contrast to the New Testament, whose emphasis is on life 
hereafter. Most Negro spirituals yearn for the Jordan River, the 
Promised Land and glorious Jerusalem, 


Blacks have as much right to embrace the PLO as the KKK or any 
other terrorist group anywhere in the world. Blacks and Jews are 
both in the sane boat. The enemies of Blacks are the enemies of 
the Jews. 


Dr. Rustin concluded with the familiar saying of Hillel. "If I am 
not for myself, who will be for me. And if I am for myself, alone, 
what am I?" Democracy is endangered when people fail to speak the 
truth and stand up for the right, To say only what others wish to 
hear is the stuff out of which holocausts are made. The biggest 
tracedy for Germany was not Hitler but the failure of the people 
to speak up for the truth, A whole nation followed his leadership 
to destruction. 


In expressing the thanks of the Club. PDG/Iucien larris, indicated 
that the search for the Black's spiritual roots as dramatized in 
the T.V. drama "Roots" is closely related to the series 

about the "Holocaust". Both the Blacks and Jews find their highest 
aspiration paralleled in the principles of Rotary. It is little 
wonder that the Pres. of Rotary w ould make a special effort to 
bring together the Rotary Clubs of Israel and Egypt. Dr. Rustin 


‘brings much honor to Rotary by his presence at our meeting. 


NeWS CF THE INNGR WHEEL 

Our regular Cctober meeting was held at the Moadon of Yad LaKashish 
and was ably chaired by Mayera Glacsman in the absence of our Pres- 
ident, Barbara Schermer. We were uniquely entertained by a choir 
composed of elderly men and women tho sang with happy faces and en- 


thusiastic voices. 














NEWS OF THE INNER WHEEL ~ (continued) 

Mrs. lfyriam Mendelow, Founder and Director of Yad LaKashish, re- 
iterated for us the noble purposes for which Lifeline exists - 
mainly to help those who are psychologically and physically hand- 
icapped and in need of rehabilitation. There is a dramatic, per- 
sonal story behind every article made and sold at Lifeline's gift 
shop. Our members are Leolking forward to giving of their time 
and many talents to Yad Lakashish, with its diversified avenues 
for expression. 


NI'I-PICGRAFHY OF P/P ERNEST H. SIGDNUR 

Ernest Siedner was born in Germany in 1905, Ne was educated at 
Helle, Ereslau and studied medicine at Cologne, A year before 
obtaining his derrce in medicine, he was forced to flee from 
Cermamr, OM don, 1, the Siedners celebrete their Wedding Anni-~ 
versary and the day they came on aliyah. Married to Hannah 
Boldes, they will soon celebrate their Sth Wedding Anniversary. 
Ernest came to Israel with little clothing and 2 English pounds. 
He found work as a carpenter in Haifa Bay and his wife became a 
milliner. <A year later found the Siedners in Jerusalem where — 
Ernest was confined to a wheel chair due to a broken spine. Com- 
pelled to change his profession, he took up accounting and became 
a representative for the Ford Motor Co, in Israel, a position he 
held for 36 years, On a visit to Detroit, the home of Ford, the 
Siedners were royally received by Henry Ford himself. He attrib- 
utes his success in this position to his knack of treating his 
customers not as objects to be used, but as patients to be served, 
a skill he aequired in his study of medicine. Upon his retire- 
ment from Ford in 197), Ernest received an offer to work for 
Triumph Foundation Carnents as one of the executives. He stayed 
on here for 54 years witil he retired in earnest on June 1, 1979. 
After bie Piret retirement, the Siecners traveled exten: ively. 
They spent 9 months in Japan studying Japanese culture, philosophy 
and art. They have just returned from an extended visit to Ger- 
many and France. Ernest Siedner speaks proudly and with much 
pleasure about his affiliation with Rotary. He joined this inter- 
nationlorganization in 1960, served as assistant Treasurer, Treas~ 
urer, Secretary and President in 196-5. He was Editor of the 
Rotary Bulletin for 10 years, even continuing in the job while 
serving as President. Under his leadership, Rotary experienced 

3 memorable events. 1. The Rotary Foundation Fund was estab- 
lished. 2, He was instrumental in founding a second Rotary Club 
in Jerusalem, Jerusalem West. 3. He hosted some distinguished 
guests during his year of leadership, i.e. the Prince and Princess 
of Thailand and the President of Rotary International. The Sied~ 
ners are blessed with 2 sons and 5 grandchildren. We pray that 
the Siedners enjoy many more fulfilling and healthy years in 


their retirement. 
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173-15 67th Avenue 
Fresh Meadows, New York 11365 


October 22, 1979 


Mr. Vernon E. Jordan, Jr. 

National Urban League 
ais 500 East 62nd Street 

New York, New York 11021 


Dear Mr. Jordan: 


As an educated:man and a voter, I am reacting to your position 
on Rev. Jackson and others' meeting with the P.L.O. 


The Head of the National Urban League, Inc.. should understand 
that the life of an Israeli child has no more value than that of an 
Arab, a Black or a White child for that matter. 


It is immoral for our supposedly Black leaders (Mr. Rustin, 
Mr. Hooks, Mr. Jordan)to ask us Blacks to support a policy of 
depriving the Palestinians of their rights and properties under the 
guise of Israeli's security. Should I infer that our so-called Black 
leaders would be convinced to support the policy of apartheid if the 
price is right? 


I know that the Jews are the prime financial supporters of many 
Black organizations. They are involved in Black Civil right movements. 
However, we cannot support them at any cost; not at the price of our 
moral integrity. We have to let them know that they are wrong on the 
matter of grabbing Palestinian lands. 


Let me say again that when an Israeli soldier kills an Arab child, 
! he is as wrong as a Palestinian who kills an Israeli child. If somebody 
cannot understand that, he should not speak on behalf of Black people. 


Very truly yours, 


a OS ne Re : ¢ 
“ ae Pierre Louis 
JPL: ec 
cc: Rev. J. Jackson 
Rev. J. Lowery, Jr. 


Rev. B. Hooks 
Mr. B. Rustin 
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iss October 19, 1979 


Mr. Bayard Rustin 

President 

A, Philip Randolph Institute 
260 Park Avenue South 

New York, New York 10010 


Dear Mr. Rustin: 


I read your editorial of Friday, October 12, with great 
interest. 


It is most encouraging to know your position for, if only 
for a moment, I too thought Rev. Jackson and Rev. 
Lowery were speaking for the Black community. I 
could not understand how such knowledgeable men could 
be duped into this media event which is so contrary to 
everything they and the Black leadership have ever 
stood for. 


It is most regretful for the real victors out of this Middle—- 
East tour are those who gain by creating a split in the 
Black and Jewish solidarity. In the final analysis, the 
loser is everything with which both the Black and Jewish 
communities have for so long identified. 


It is, therefore, gratifying to know your position and to 
encourage you to continue to speak out on this and other 
important issues, 


Kindest regards. 


ar , 
* MORRY WEISS « 10500 AMERICAN ROAD « CLEVELAND, OHIO 44144 « 216-252-7300 
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January 27, 198] 


PRESS RELEASE 


We are an unofficial delegation of U.S. citizens sponsored by Black Americans 
to Support Israel Committee (BASIC) and by the A. Philip Randolph Educational 


‘Fund. Our group is headed by Bayard Rustin, Chairman of BASIC, and includes 
‘Alexander J. Allen, Vice President, National Urban League; Charles Bloomstein, 


A Philip Randolph Educational Fund; *Dr. Archie L. Buffkins, Task Force on 
International Higher Education in Israel; Lewis J. Carter III, National Labor 
Director, National Association for the Advancement of Colored People; and 

Mrs. Arthur C. Logan, National Council of Negro Women. 


We have been concerned about the situation here of the Original Hebrew Israelite 
Nation, who are also known as the Black Hebrew Community (BHC) and have come to 
study and research the matter. Since we are Americans, it is not our interest 
to become involved in issues such as "Who Is A Jew," or to influence Israel's 
immigration laws. These are the concern solely of the Israeli people and their 
government. It should be pointed out that Israel's population comes from 102 
countries and speaks 81 languages. These matters are therefore of great concern 
to them. Our concern is for the human rights afforded the Black Hebrews and 
about the treatment of Black people at the various points of entry into Israel. 


We have come to Israel to find out all we can about these matters in the 
brief time we are here, and to report our findings, attached here, to the 
various human and civil rights organizations with which we are connected, to 
all media, and to all others who may be interested. 


We wish to extend our sincere thanks to the many persons, public officials 

and private citizens, who welcomed our concern and who made our stay in Israel 
a most pleasant and productive one. Without this assistance our very difficult 
and sensitive mission would have been impossible. A complete listing of the 
individuals, organizations and agencies with whom we conferred is attached to 


this report. 


* Dr. Archie Buffkins had to return to the U.S. on Saturday, January 24; 1981. Con-_ 
sequently, he was unable to be present for a number of the more important later 
interviews, nor was he able to participate in the preparation of the final draft 

of this report. Thus, he will not be able to sign the final draft until it is 
delivered to him in the U.S. : 





We would like to present to those of you here a brief summary of our findings. 
The full report is attached. 


“1, We have found no official racism in Israel and we conclude that racist 
policies are not the reason for the discrimination at the airport and the 
plight of the Black Hebrew Community. We point out, however, that such inter- 
pretations can easily be made, and indeed are made. 


2. The failure to make a policy decision on the Black Hebrew Community has 
an adverse impact on the human rights of the present members of the BHC and 
those who have left it and still reside in Israel. Such failure also has serious 
international implications. Since further delay can only exacerbate these situ- 
ations, we urge the Israeli government to make a prompt policy decision defining 
the status of these persons. Any further delay would be intolerable. Pending 
such decision, we urge the Israeli government to: 
a) provide temporary work permits for all Black Hebrew Community members 
and for all past members still in Israel; 
b) continue present efforts to provide adequate housing for members of 
the Black Hebrew communities. 


3. The situation of the entry points to Israel is clearly discriminatory, 
based on race, and risks being perceived as racism. This is the only area in 
which we found such practices. Our report includes a number of procedural 
suggestions which, if adopted, should help clear up the situation there. 


Thank you. 





